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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 05023 171950Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 
/052W 

180517Z 045792/12 

R 171730Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9883 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 05023 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS:ELAB,BE 

SUBJECT: SOCIALIST FAMILY SQUABBLE.FGTB VS.PSB 

SUMMARY : WHAT BEGAN LAST APRIL AS A MILD FAMILY TIFF BETWEEN 
SOCIALIST PARTY LEADERS AND FGTB (SOCIALIST JTRADE UNIONISTS 
AT LIEGE HAS ESCALATED INTO AN EMBARRASSING PUBLIC CONFRONTATION 
PARTY LEADERS (ENGAGED IN GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATONS)STRIVING TO 
LOOK RESPONSIBLE,UNION LEADERS ZEALOUSLY INDEPENDENT. A 
GENERAL SHUTDOWN OF UTILITIES IN LIEGE,ALREADY INCONVENIENCED 
BY PARTIAL SHUTDOWNS.MAY BE THE RESULT.END SUMMARY. 

LON MAY 16 GAS, WATER AND ELECTRICITIY WORKERS IN GREATER 
LIEGE VOTED BY LARGE MAJORITIES FOR A GENERAL SHUTDOWN OF 
THE REGION'S UTILITIES. THIS ACTION 

FOLLOWED A SERIES OF PARTIAL SHUTDOWNS IN PROGRESS SINCE APRIL 4. 

THE WORKERS ARE STRIKING IN SUPPORT OF DEMANDS FOR AN IMMEDIATE 
7 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE AND REDUCTION OF THE WORK WEEK FROM 39 
TO 38 HOURS. 

SPOKESMEN FOR THE WORKERS CLAIM THAT BOTH THE WAGE 
INCREASE AND THE WORK WEEK REDUCTION WERE PART OF A THREE- 
YEAR AGREEMENT WITH THE MANAGEMENT OF THEK 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 05023 171950Z 

MUNICIPALLY-OWNED AND OPERATED SERVICES. THE DECISION 
INFAVOR OF A GENERAL SHUTDOWN CAME AFTER REJECTION OF 
A MANAGEMENT OFFER OF A 38- HOUR WEEK FROM JANUARY 1, 

A THREE PERCENT WAGE HIKE FROM JULY 1977.AND A DOLS 140 
BONUS IN JULY 19878.THIS OFFER WHICH.ACCORDING TO 
WORKER SPOKESMEN MIGHT HAVE SERVED AS A BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATION, WAS REJECTED BECAUSE IT WAS 
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ALLEGEDLY PUT AS AN "ULTIMATUM".. 

2 .AN INTERESTING FEATURE OF THE STRIKE IS THAT IT 

OPPOSES THE SOCIALIST (PSB)MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES OF 

LIEGE AND THE PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS FEDERATION OF 

THE SOCIALIST TRADE UNION.THE FGTB. EMBARRASSED BY 

CHARGES OF LOW WAGES (SOME 15 PERCENT - 20 PERCENT LOWER THAN IN 

THE PRIVATE SECTORjAND REPORTED ACTS OF SABOTAGE.THE 

SOCIALIST PARTY LEADERSHIP TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO 

BULLY THE WORKERS INTO SUBMISSION.ONE SUCH ATTEMPT 

WAS SOCIALIST PARTY CO-PRESIDENT ANDRE COOLS'MAY 1 

APPEARANCE AT LIEGE WHERE HE CHARGED THE WORKERS WITH 

IRRESPONSIBILITY .SELFISHNESS, AND " THE DESIRE FOR 

EASY VICTORIES FOR WHICH.FINALLY.THE SOCIALIST PARTY 

WOULD HAVE TO PAY. " AT THESE WORKDS.FGTB REGIONAL SECRETARY 

JACQUES YERNA WALKED OUT OF THE MAY DAY RALLY. 

RENNER 
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